
 1 

July 2016 

Volume 13, Issue  7 

Kittitas Valley Fire Rescue 

Serving Ellensburg and the Kittitas Valley 

The Bugle Report 
By John Sinclair, Fire Chief 

Voted Best 

I am sure some of you had something to do with this bit of information; the Daily Record just 

informed us we were voted the “Best New Building” in Kittitas County.  That is a wonderful 

honor and shows the community approves of what we did.  The open house/grand opening 

went very well and the tours I have been doing on Monday nights have also been well re-

ceived by the community.  Thank you for all that came to celebrate with us and help out on 

the grand opening day.   

As with anything new, we are finding ways to improve the layout of the new building and just 

ways to work together in the new space.  We are also finding things that need to be fixed or 

tweaked and are working through that process.  Change is always a process.  Let me know if 

there are suggestions you have.   

The previous fire station now has things moved out and the surplus sale is well underway.  I 

finally cleaned out my office and am finding treasures thought lost.  Amazing how that works.   

If I can share some personal thoughts with you for just a second, moving from the old fire 

station is bittersweet.  In January of 1977 Brian Mellergaard, Jim Hanson and I, all climbed 

the stairs to the dayroom upstairs and were voted into the Ellensburg Volunteer Firefighters.  

I also worked as a provisional firefighter, spending my first night in a fire station on Capt. Bill 

Nevins shift, working with the crew for 5 months.   

The firefighters of that era were all characters in their own right.  They were also giving of 

their time and talents to teach the new kids.  Ed West, Lee Engel, Daryl Ringer, Bill Nevins, 

Wyman Renfro, Jack Whitehurst, Joel Talerico, Eldon Casper, Steve Alder, Daryl Burg, Bob 

Ringer, Barney McCabe, Frank Pangrazi, Curt Julsrud, Loren Doldge, Mike Davis, Bob Young, 

Nick Napp, Tom Cameron, Stan Baker, and Al Neilson were all early mentors that I had the 

opportunity to work with.   
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 History was made and a lot of lives were saved by the folks that worked within those walls. The transition from the 

folks that were ready to retire in 1977, the WWII generation and the incoming folks living through the turbulence 

of the 1960’s and 1970’s with Viet Nam and all the social unrest, made for some interesting times.   Couple that 

with the huge wave of changes that was EMS and the introduction of Paramedics into the Ellensburg Fire Depart-

ment.  The vision and leadership of those true pioneers is incredible.  Think about this for just a minute, it is 1974, 

and the only places that have paramedics are the big cities.  The decision to take over the ambulance service in 

1968 and then add paramedics in 1974, still ripples throughout our community in a very positive way.  It is our re-

sponsibility to ensure we remember and honor those that came before us.  Isaac Newton is attributed for the fa-

mous quote: “If I have seen further it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.”   We owe a lot to the pioneer’s in 

the Ellensburg Fire Department and Kittitas County Fire District 2.  I salute their valor, wisdom and in some cases 

memory. 

We are now into a second and third generation of the firefighters from that group I started with. We have people 

with 40 years of experience and some with less than a year.  That is our way.  It is incumbent on the seasoned folks 

to teach the younglings and the folks new to the fire service to be sponges and soak up all the knowledge they can.  

This is happening and I truly want to thank all of you for carrying on the best of our traditions.   

This weekend is going to be hot and dry.  We also have no organized fireworks show in the lower county.  You 

know what that means.  We have people that will be importing their own and blowing them up.  For the first time 

in a long time we will not be gathering to be ready for fireworks, but we all know with a 3-day weekend, we will 

have some fireworks related fires.  I hope that those of you able to will be ready to respond if we get busy.  I would 

ask each of the volunteer officers to poll their company and see who is around.  If we have a gap in coverage, 

please let me know.   

The career firefighters are hosting their annual pancake feed on Monday, July 4, 2016,  8:00—10:30am. So, if you 

need breakfast on Monday, you better come on down.  They do an excellent job.  It will be a bit like having a sec-

ond open house since we will be giving tours.   

The 4th of July is celebrated as the birth of our country.  As we look at this grand experiment in democracy we are 

holding up very well.  The silliness of the national politicians aside, our country the United States of America still 

stands strong.  The news is filled with all kinds of negatives these days; of which there are many.  However, every 

place you see a tragedy and the cruelty of man or the frailty of man in the face of nature, you also see the helpers 

running towards the problem to provide aid, comfort, compassion and to solve the problem.  We need to remem-

ber, we are part of the helpers.  Put another way, we are the sheepdogs, helping to protect the flock.  When trage-

dy strikes, we run towards the danger.  That is noble.   

As you spend the upcoming holiday with family and friends, remember we have a 

lot to be grateful for as a country and as a community.  We live in the land of the 

free, because of the brave.  Please have a great weekend, and a great month.  

Wildland season is here, so be prepared with your gear.   

Please stay safe, and have a Happy, safe and sane 4th of July.   

John 
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NEXT COMMISSIONERS MEETING IS Thursday July 14 2016, 1900 
HOURS @ KVFR, 400 E. Mountain View 

DEPUTY CHIEF’S MESSAGE! 
By Deputy Chief Elliott 
 
 

Operations:   

County fire departments will be increasing our response to wild land incidents as soon as fuel condi-

tions and weather warrant that change. You will notice that KCFD 7 will be added to upper county 

responses and KVFR to all lower county responses. We expect burning restrictions to be implement-

ed sometime around early or mid-July – depending on weather and fuels.  

  

EMS:  We are back to 5 medic units – the 6th should arrive well before rodeo.  

 

There will be a mass-casualty drill (active school shooter) drill on July 14th. The drill will be run twice, 

once in the morning and once in the afternoon. I am interested in having additional personnel par-

ticipate. The drill will run at Kittitas Secondary School. Contact me if you are interested.  

 

Prevention:  The fuels reduction efforts are underway – you will see B-281 out and about the 

county. They are in-service on an as needed basis for response and their efforts have been making a 

significant impact on wildland risk. If you are aware of property that could benefit, please contact 

Captain Seemiller.  
 

 

Miscellaneous:  There are a number of public safety providers in our county that are having trou-

ble attracting enough quality applicants. We need good people, preferably local, to fill these jobs. If 

you know of people whom you would trust working in corrections, law enforcement, dispatch or 

public health, please refer them into the system. You can contact me if you have questions.  
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Dates and times consumer fireworks may be sold or dis-
charged  
 It is legal to sell and purchase consumer fireworks in Kittitas County from 1200 to 2300 

on the28th of June, from 0900 to 2300 on each day from the 29th of June through the 
4th of July. 

 Consumer fireworks may be used or discharged each day between the hours of 0900 
and 2359  on July 4th. 

Send Captain Seemiller an email with report number(s) for any fireworks 
related issues. Do not take possession of any confiscated fireworks – 
let law enforcement handle. There is no possession, sales or discharge 
inside the City of Ellensburg, on state or federal lands.  

Class C fireworks 

The following are common Class "C" Fireworks.  

·         Firecrackers 

·         Bottle Rockets 

·         Whistling Bottle Rockets 

·         Fountains 

·         Ground and Aerial Spinners 

·         Spinning Wheels 

·         Sparklers   
  

·         Snakes 

·         Crackling Balls 
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Training and Safety Notes 

July 2016 

We responded on our first State Mobilization on Memorial Day weekend to neighboring Grant County.  With record dry 
and hot months of April and May we were on pace to have an early wildland season.  We have received a little bit of a 
reprieve with some cool and moist weather recently.  With weather forecasted to heat back up over the next several 
weeks it is time to make final preparations for Wildland fires.  Inspect your fire shelters, apparatus and your wildland 
gear.   

 
Red Cards are here, or should I say White Cards. If you want to carry your “WHITE CARD” on your person, let me know. 
Otherwise I will keep them at St. 29 for safe keeping. I would like to put together a list of personnel that would be avail-
able to go on State Mobilizations for up to 3-4 days. Having your name on the list doesn’t mean that you’re guarantee-
ing your availability it just means that we have a shorter list to go down when the call comes. 

 
Wildland Experience Tracking:   

To maintain your Wildland qualifications you are required to maintain currency at the level you are qualified.  For oper-
ational personnel it is a 5 year cycle, which means we have to show that you have been on at least one Wildland inci-
dent in the last five years.  For someone at the basic Wildland Firefighter II level this is accomplished by the experience 
report that we send to the DNR annually. For personnel qualified at higher levels such as Task Force Leader, Engine 
Boss, etc. we have to show that you had experience at that level or higher. There is some equivalency allowed.  That’s 
where we need your help so that you don’t lose your qualification currency.  We will be handing out a wallet card for 
you to track your Wildland fire experience for each season.  Once again this is not a requirement for a basic FF II be-
cause we just have to show that you were on an incident.  Our incident report system does not track at what level per-
sonnel acted in at incidents.  That is why you need to keep track of whether you functioned as an engine leader, inci-
dent commander, etc. on your wallet card.   

July Drills: 

1st Drill: Wildland Table Top Scenario   

                     START TIME: 1900 @ St. 29 (except WS @ 1800)   

Location: Station 29, 400 E Mountain View 

2nd Drill: Tender Ops with Porta Tank Setup, Portable Pumps  

OTEP:  KVFR Module 10 at 1900 on July 18th @ St. 29 (400 E Mountain View) 

Makeup: SCBA quarterlies, bunker gear inspections, heat stress training  

SERTC Rail Car Flammable Liquid Training: 

 When: July 26 at 1800-1700 

 Where: Station 29 

DRILL SCHEDULE: 

1st Drill: Wildland Table Top Scenario   

Company:   Date:  Time:   Location: 

Westside    July 5  1800-2000  St. 29 

Badger Pkt/Denmark  July 11  1900-2100  St. 29  

Broadview    July 12  1900-2100  St. 29 

Fairview    July 18  1900-2100  St. 21  
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 SERTC Railroad Flammable Liquids Response: 
 

When: July 26th from 0800-1700 

Where: KVFR ST. 29, 400 East Mountain View Ave, Ellensburg WA 98926 

Registration: Please complete the online registration via the link below 

RESPONDING TO INCIDENTS INVOLVING FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS TRANSPORTED BY RAIL — PHMSA-FUNDED  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Duration: 8-hr 

Course Description:  

 

Responding to Incidents Involving Flammable Liquids Transported by Rail 

This 8-hour remote site training will be delivered to volunteer and rural area first responders who will be ex-

posed to the potential harm caused by transportation of flammable liquid by rail incidents, so that they can plan 

to coordinate their responses in an effective and efficient manner. Participants will learn the importance of de-

veloping strategies while responding to these rail incidents, which allows them to remain flexible in adjusting 

their actions to any changing events that may occur during an incident. Key success factors presented in the 

course will be effective planning, communication, and coordination. 

The course is designed to assist local emergency responders to recognize the significant aspects of flammable 

liquid rail transportation emergencies and the difficulties involved in containing large quantities of the flammable 

liquids that may be released by an incident as well as mitigating fire incidents that may occur. 

Participants will recognize the potential scope of incidents involving flammable liquids transported by rail and 

the need to identify other agencies and organizations for help in planning and responding to these types of 

emergencies. 

The course meets the requirements of 29 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1910.120 (q) (8) and NFPA 472: 

Standard for Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials/Weapons of Mass Destruction Incidents, 2013 

edition, supports the National Preparedness Goal of enhancing community core capabilities, and is fully compli-

ant with the National Incident Management System. 

 

 

 

Register 

Click to register for a scheduled class. 

https://www.regonline.com/PHMSA


 7 

Prevention Notes  
 

HopeSource has a program to replace old pre-1995 wood stoves.  This program not only 
helps keep our air clean but also saves money and removes old hazardous stoves poten-
tially saving us a few fire calls.  If you or someone you know is interested please visit the 
HopeSource website to see if you qualify (http://www.hopesource.us/
WEB_WoodStoveApplication.pdf).  Funding is limited so contact HopeSource soon.  Now 
is the ideal time to replace those dirty, old and tired wood stoves.  Thank you and be 
safe.    

http://www.hopesource.us/WEB_WoodStoveApplication.pdf
http://www.hopesource.us/WEB_WoodStoveApplication.pdf
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Reviewed Responses Through 

May 2016 

KVFR May YTD 

Fire 11 42 

EMS 316 1344 

False Alarm 8 66 

Good Intent 15 90 

Hazard – no 
fire 

7 31 

Service 8 39 

Other 1 4 

TOTALS 366 1610 

We will be hosting the annual communi-
ty breakfast on the 4th of July at the new 
station 29. All KVFR members and their 
families are invited to attend as a com-
munity member! If you feel so inclined 
to help set up, cook or 
help clean up you are 
more than welcome to do 
this as well! We will start 
set up at 0600 and finish 
tear down by 1200ish. You 
are welcome at any time 
of the day! 


